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Ridge’s Reinvestment Award for 2017. The
Reinvestment Award recognizes businesses
who play an active role in improving the City
of Wheat Ridge.

Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital, with more
than thirteen years in Wheat Ridge, was se-
lected because of their redevelopment of an
old office building, demolition of a blighted
older business and their accommodation for
parking in their new facility. The company pur-
chased an older two story office building that
had been shuttered for over three years. The
owners of Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital com-
pletely rehabilitated the building to accommo-
date the re-use.

| applaud Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital for
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor
by the City of Wheat Ridge, and | congratulate
them on their success.

———

HONORING COMMUNITY CLINIC AS-
SOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES
COUNTY AND OTHER COMMU-
NITY HEALTH CENTERS IN CALI-
FORNIA’S 44TH DISTRICT

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call attention to a health care success story
that so many of us here, on both sides of the
aisle, can appreciate: the role that our nation’s
community health centers play in providing
high-quality primary and preventive care to
more than 27 million patients in nearly 11,000
communities nationwide. Unfortunately, these
centers are at risk unless Congress acts
quickly to extend funding for programs that
support CHCs.

CHCs have provided care for low-income,
rural, and underserved communities for more
than fifty years. In that time, many of these
health centers have expanded to offering inte-
grated services like behavioral health, dental
care, and—increasingly—substance use dis-
order treatments essential to combating na-
tionwide epidemics like opioid addiction. It's
this kind of integrated and patient-centered
care that leads to better health outcomes for
patients, as well as cost-savings for both our
nation’s health care system and for taxpayers.

In my district, we have 15 federally funded
health center organizations who collectively le-
verage $46.4 million in federal investment to
serve 500,328 people at 22 locations. I've
been to many of these locations, and seen in
person what a difference these organizations
make in the lives of our neighbors, and in the
health of our community.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Two years ago, the House of Representa-
tives voted overwhelming to extend funding for
CHCs as part of the Medicare Access and
CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015. Now that
that deadline is upon us, Congress must act
again. This time Congress must pass a long-
term extension of at least five years, so that
our CHCs can have the predictability and sta-
bility they need to recruit providers, purchase
equipment, and plan strategically for how to
meet the current and future needs of commu-
nities. | strongly support keeping funding lev-
els for CHCs whole, something more than 350
members in both the House and Senate
signed letters supporting earlier this year.

For the sake of our communities and their
health, we can’t delay in securing funding for
CHCs. It’s time to fix the health center funding
cliff and invest in a local solution we all know
delivers results.

————

TRIBUTE TO RICK ELKINS’ DEDI-
CATED CAREER IN JOURNALISM
AND SERVICE TO OUR COMMU-
NITY

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an exceptional newsman and
life-long journalist, whose desire and commit-
ment to inform and strengthen the community
led him to an impressive career in journalism
spanning nearly four decades.

Rick Elkins retired this August from the
Porterville Recorder, leaving an unparalleled
legacy of service not only to the newspaper,
but also to the community he covered. As one
of California’s longest-serving and most lo-
cally-invested journalists, Rick spent 22 out of
his 39 years in journalism at the Porterville
Recorder before his retirement last month.

Rick began his career as a reporter in Janu-
ary of 1976. Ever since, his inquisitive nature
has yielded countless stories covering many
facets of life. From our region’s historic
drought to the infamous Tulare County co-
caine bust in the late 1980s, Rick kept the
people of Porterville and the surrounding com-
munities well-informed for decades. The mag-
nitude of his service has earned him recogni-
tion as one of California’s great journalists.

There are many individuals around our com-
munity who turned to the Porterville Recorder
to learn what was happening in Porterville and
Tulare County because of Rick's profes-
sionalism and dedication to truthful news cov-
erage. His career and contributions reflect his
attitude toward treating the community as a
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family, among which was his leadership in re-
turning the Porterville Recorder’s focus to local
news first. As the Representative for Califor-
nia’s 23rd Congressional District, | greatly
value the importance of an informed citizenry
and holding elected officials accountable. The
press plays a key role in that. | always looked
forward to being interviewed by Rick—he al-
ways had his thumb on the pulse of the com-
munity and got to the crux of the issues on the
community’s mind. This approach to journal-
istic integrity was also reflected by how he ran
the Porterville Recorder, earning the respect
of his reporters, staff, and the local commu-
nity. Rick’s reporting reflected his passion to
make sure his readers got the facts of the
story and he respected them enough to allow
them to draw their own conclusions.

| am confident Rick’s legacy will live on for
generations to come and that his contribution
to our community will have a lasting impact. |
thank Rick for his lifetime of service to jour-
nalism and his lasting impact on Porterville.
I’'m sure Rick is looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, Doris, and Dana, his
daughter, as he begins this new chapter of his
life. | wish Rick and his family happiness in his
retirement and look forward to his continued
involvement in our community.

WHEAT RIDGE POULTRY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Wheat Ridge
Poultry and Meats for receiving the City of
Wheat Ridge’s Business of the Year Award for
2017.

The Business of the Year Award recognizes
local businesses who demonstrate a commit-
ment to their community, strong management
practices and are a positive reflection of the
City of Wheat Ridge’s values.

As noted in their mission and vision state-
ment, “Your local butcher has been on duty
since 1942 offering fresh cuts of beef, pork
and chicken served from our fresh meat case.
Add simplicity, variety and freshness to your
family table. Our poultry comes from farms
where the birds roam free and animals have
spacious barns. Our selection of jams and jel-
lies offers nothing but the freshest fruits and
finest ingredients.”

| applaud Wheat Ridge Poultry and Meats
for being the recipient of this well-deserved
honor by the City of Wheat Ridge, and | con-
gratulate them on their success.
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